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1. SUBJECT. The purpose of this bulletin is to establish
Flight Standard's position relating to the approval for
return to service of Technical Standard Order (TSO) C10b/C88

encoding altimeters when the encoder fails and must be

either repaired or replaced.

2. BACKGROUND. There have been several requests from the
field offices for assistance in resolving the issue of
approval for return to service of an encoding altimeter when
the encoder portion has failed to meet the test and
inspection requirements of Title 14 of the Code of Federal
Regulations (14 CFR) part 43, Appendix E.

The following lists practices currently being applied by
different regions and inspectors concerning this issue.

A. The entire altimeter is replaced by a like kind.

B. The altimeter may continue to be used if the
encoder portion is disconnected and replaced with a blind
encoder.

C. The encoder is properly repaired so that the
altimeter and encoder continue to meet their respective TSO
requirements.

D. The encoding altimeter is replaced with a standard
altimeter and a separate blind encoder.

14 CFR part 91, section 91.217 requires the data
correspondence between the altimeter and the encoder to be

TESTED and CALIBRATED to transmit altitude data to within

125 feet of the indicated or calibrated datum of the

altimeter used to maintain flight altitude.

Section 91.411 requires each altimeter, each static pressure
system, and each automatic pressure altitude reporting
system, used under Instrument Flight Rules (IFR), to be
tested and inspected and found to comply with part 43,
Appendix E.

When an encoding altimeter fails to meet the requirements of
section 91.217 or 91.411, the altimeter must be removed and

repaired in accordance to the instrument manufacturer's
service instructions or to data approved by the
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